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More Upcoming 
Events! 
Spokane Center for Spiritual 
Living World Healing 
Meditation 
12/31/12 
Gonzaga University Iron Chef 
Competition 
1/27/13 
“More Than a Month” 
(Screening/Discussion) 
2/12/13 
Spokane HRC International 
Women's Day breakfast  
3/8/13   
WSU Interfaith House Annual 
Dinner Auction 
4/21/13 

  

Please Contact Us! 
Northwest Coalition for 
Human Rights 
http://nwchr.wordpress.com   
amyr@uidaho.com 
 
University of Idaho: Office of 
Human Rights, Access, and 
Inclusion 
Administration Bldg Rm 104 
875 Perimeter Drive MS 3160  
Moscow, ID 83844-3160  

Phone: 208-885-4285 

Bonner County Human Rights News 
The Bonner County Human Rights Task Force has received a surprise donation of 
$370,000 from the estate of Dorothy Adler. The money will be used to create a 
permanent endowment fund that will guarantee that the work of the TF can go on 
longer  than any of its founders. It will make it possible to offer funds each year to non-
profit organizations and schools in the community to fund human rights activities. 
  
It is remarkable that this gift comes as the TF is celebrating its 20th anniversary. It was 
incorporated in November, 1992, after friends and human rights advocates from next-
door Kootenai County:  Father Bill Wassmuth, Marshall Mend and Tony Stewart spoke 
to a packed Sandpoint gym about their experiences dealing with the Aryan Nations 
and other Neo-Nazi and Christian Identity groups there. They warned about the 
dangers of being silent, and stressed the importance of standing up to such influences. 
  
Indeed, for the first 10 years of its existence, the focus of the BCHRTF was very much 
on sending the message that hate was not welcome in Bonner County. We proclaimed 
that clearly to Richard Butler—who attended most of our public meetings. We 
proclaimed that to Louis Beam, former grand dragon of the KKK who had planned to 
settle on the shores of Lake Pend Oreille. We proclaimed that as well to the “11th 
Hour  Remnant  Messenger,” or Vincent Bertolini, who littered our area with hate 
mailings that contained videos of Richard Butler, and 6 foot long glossy charts 
“proving” from Biblical references the supremacy of the white race. 
When the last of these public figures left our area the second decade for the TF was 
much quieter.  We offered annual human rights scholarships, helped fund peer 
mediation and conflict resolution in the schools, and collaborated with the Arts 
community to offer a series of “Art for Human Rights” exhibits with work from Bonner 
County students based on the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. But without a 
visible foe, the TF began to fade into the background. 
  
Then, in 2012, we had a former follower of Richard Butler and self-proclaimed 
member of the KKK announce his intention to run for sheriff of Bonner County. Shaun 
Winkler lost in the primary election, but his intention to build a compound here—
highlighted by a cross-burning that showed up on the front page of the local paper—
got everyone’s attention. It was proof of what the BCHRTF members had known all 
along – that our work was far from finished. 
  
It was in the fall of 2012 that we received word that we were to receive this generous 
donation. This will create many new opportunities for the third decade of the TF—to 
truly expand the scope of its influence by providing the impetus and the means for 
more groups in the community to oppose discrimination, support human dignity and 
promote tolerance and understanding. It will bring us closer to our goal of creating a 
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community where everyone is not only safe, but honored and respected. 
  
contributed by Brenda Hammond 

 
Co-authored article published in The 
National Civic Review  
Norm Gissel and Tony Stewart of the Kootenai County Task Force on Human Rights 
authored an article titled “Choosing Social Justice over Hate: Two Stories of 
Community Success in the Pacific Northwest” that was recently published in the 
“National Civic Review”, Volume 101, Number 2, Summer 2012. The article is a case 
study of how two communities confronted and prevailed over messages of hate.  
  
The first case discusses the rallies and events used on February 26, 2010 in Grant 
County (the city of John Day) Oregon to respond to the threat of the neo-Nazis. The 
second case is how Spokane, Washington and Coeur d’Alene, Idaho united in opposing 
the protest by the Westboro Baptist Church on October 21 and 22, 2010.  
After detailing the communities’ strategies and events, the authors’ conclusion reads 
in part: “We leave these experiences with a renewed optimism for the future. It is our 
further hope that communities across this great land and internationally will apply 
similar acts of courage and determination in rejecting the evil doctrines of a past time, 
as Grant County and the people of Spokane and Coeur d’Alene did in the cases 
discussed."  
  
Stewart and Gissel expressed a special gratitude to Kathy Canfield Davis, Ph.D., The 
University of Idaho and Michael McGrath, editor of the “National Civic Review”, for 
their invaluable editing contributions. 
  

Reprinted with permission from the KCTFHR newsletter   

 

Campus Crest Communities Donates 
$5,000 to the WSU Center for Civic 
Engagement 

  
PULLMAN, Wash. – On November 
29, Campus Crest Communities staff 
from North Carolina and Pullman 
gathered at the WSU Center for Civic 
Engagement (CCE) as Co-founder 
and Chief Investment Officer Mike 
Hartnett presented the CCE with a 
check for $5,000. Campus Crest, 
founded by Mike Hartnett and Ted 

Rollins in 2004, develops student housing with a mission to provide an environment 
that fosters growth, learning, and civic responsibility. Campus Crest Communities will 
begin construction on a student housing property in Pullman in 2013 and, in keeping 
with a tradition to support the local community of the new property, selected the 
Center for Civic Engagement as the recipient of the gift of $5,000.  “We are very 
appreciative of this gift which will support the student-centered programming of the 
CCE”, said Melanie Brown, CCE Director. The Center for Civic Engagement offers 



opportunities for WSU students, faculty, campus departments, and community 
partners to share knowledge, skills and resources for the benefit of student learning 
and the well-being of our communities. 
  
contributed by Erin McIlraith 

 

Upcoming MLK Day Events: 
  
The KCTFHR will join the Coeur d’Alene and Post Falls’ school districts for the 28th 
annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Children’s 5th Grade Program on January 18 at 
North Idaho College. During the first 27 years of the program, more than 34,000 
fifth graders have participated in classroom activities leading up to the actual day’s 
activities at NIC.  
  
This year the students will perform musicals, dance and presentations. For the 
second year in a row, there will be a theater production by “The Living Voices” from 
Seattle, Washington. The play features the civil rights movement in the South 
during the 1960’s. The day’s program is supported with financial contributions from 
the Human Rights Education Institute and the KCTFHR.  
  
Kootenai County Task Force on Human Relations  
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  Gala Event 
  
Monday January 21, 2013 
5pm to 8pm 
Parkside Tower Event Center 
601 E. Front St, 3rd floor 
Coeur d’Alene 
  
The event will feature a variety of food, wine, music, silent and live auctions. The 
Gala is an annual event on the date of the national Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Holiday. This is the one fund raiser each year for the KCTFHR to provide financial 
support for the Task Force sponsoring such educational programs as the Coeur 
d’Alene and Post Falls children’s program. The funds also are used to host a booth 
at the North Idaho Fair, the human rights banquet expenses including the civil 
rights awards, assisting victims of harassment and the newsletter, to mention just a 
few.  
  
Our coordinator is Task Force Board member Michelle Fink. We extend a very 
special thanks to Michelle and her committee for making this a complete success 
each year. 
Tickets are $40 per person 
For information call Michelle Fink, Event Chair at (208) 765-3333 

  
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service at Washington State University 
  
On Monday, January 21, 2013, the Center for Civic Engagement (CCE) at Washington 
State University (WSU) invites students, faculty, staff and community members are 
asked to come together to make our world a better place through service in 
celebration of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service. The CCE is offering a variety of 
service projects throughout the Palouse, and more information on these activities is 



available online at http://cce.wsu.edu/ndos/mlk. Following the day of service events, 
WSU’s Common Reading Program, the Office of Equity and Diversity, and the Culture 
and Heritage Houses will hold a public lecture on the non-fiction book “The Immortal 
Life of Henrietta Lacks” on Wednesday, January 23 and the Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Community Celebration on Thursday, January 24. More information on these events is 
available at http://mlk.wsu.edu . 
  
2013 Idaho Inclusiveness Coalition Annual Meeting  
  
Save the date!  The 2013 Idaho Inclusiveness Coalition Annual Meeting will be on 
Monday, January 8 from 6:00 - 7:00 PM at the Boise State University Student Union 
Building in the Barnwell Room.  Following the meeting, Award-winning writer, feminist 
and Hip Hop scholar, Dr. Tricia Rose, will be the keynote speaker at the 2013 Martin 
Luther King Jr. Living Legacy Celebration. Rose is well known for her groundbreaking 
book Black Noise: Rap Music and Black Culture in Contemporary America. Considered 
the foundational text for the study of Hip Hop, her book has defined what is now an 
entire field of study. 
  
University of Idaho’s Office of Multicultural Affairs presents:  
  
On January 22, “I Have a Dream” speech by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. will be shown in 
the Student Diversity Center (TLC 229) at 12:30 pm.  Running time: 25 minutes.  When 
200,000 civil rights marchers gathered at the steps of the Lincoln Memorial on August 
28, 1963, they expected to hear strong words from their spiritual leader, Martin Luther 
King Jr.  What they did not expect was a speech of such heartfelt passion and poetic 
eloquence that it echoes still in our memory today. Sponsored by the Office of 
Multicultural Affairs.  This event is free and open to the public. 
  
On January 23, 2013 “The New Faces of America will be performed in the SUB 
Ballroom at 7:00 pm. THE NEW FACES OF AMERICA is a 65 minute, one woman show 
about what it is like for college students to live and thrive in a multicultural America. 
This is a perfect event for people to discuss current diversity and social issues in 
America.  Seven incredibly different characters (taken from real interviews) will be 
presented through a multi-media experience that merges video presentations with a 
live performer, making it an exciting and fast-paced educational, entertainment piece 
like no other! Characters include: a Female Biracial College Student, a Southern Gay 
Minister, a Young Female Veteran from the Iraq War, a Native American Teenager, a 
Young Migrant Worker, an Appalachian College Student, and a Deaf African-
American.  This event is free and open to the public. 
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