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A Bimonthly Newsletter for Finding the Center 
and the Northwest Coalition for Human Rights

Issue 5 • February-March 2012

The Northwest Coalition for 
Human Rights (NWCHR) facilitates 
communication among organizations and 
individuals engaged in human rights and 
social justice work in the Northwest. 
The coalition, inspired by the former 
Northwest Coalition Against Malicious 
Harassment, gives strength to those 
working at the local level by allowing them 
to share resources and information, as well 
as making them part of a larger support 
system. The University of Idaho Office of 
Human Rights, Access, and Inclusion serves 
as the administrative home for NWCHR, 
which strives to build strong membership 
from throughout Idaho, Washington, and 
the Northwest region overall.

All are welcome to join NWCHR and give 
their input. We held our inaugural meeting 
on Saturday, November 5th, 2011 at the 
University of Idaho, Moscow to learn what 
people want from the Coalition. If you 
missed this meeting, read the review in our 
Dec. newsletter:  http://wp.me/p1MkFS-7y, 
and watch the video documentation on 
our website: http://nwchr.wordpress.com/
video/. Then, if you have input you’d like to 
share, or if you want to become a member, 
email or call us.

PLEASE CONTACT US:

Northwest Coalition for Human 
Rights (www.nwchr.wordpress.com)

University of Idaho: Office of Human 
Rights, Access, and Inclusion
Administration Building Rm 104
PO Box 443160
Moscow, ID  83844-3160 
Phone: 208-885-4285
Email: kristinc@uidaho.edu

The Northwest Coalition 
for Human Rights

April Teleconference & June Meeting 
Announcement

Please join us...
in person or via phone for a

NWCHR Teleconference
Discussion

Monday, April 9, 2012
3:30pm to 5:00pm

Call in* from your office or home, 
or join us in person: 

Chief ’s Room, Student Union Building, 
709 Deakin Avenue, University of Idaho, Moscow

*We will email you with call-in details in late March

As our next step towards building the Northwest Coalition for 
Human Rights and making the group official, we will conduct a 
teleconference meeting this April to: 1) Develop guiding questions 
for the next in-person meeting of NWCHR (for June 2012); 2) Take 
recommendations for the formation of a steering committee.

We hope this teleconference will result in our next in-person 
meeting in Moscow in June, after the spring school semester 
ends but before many people leave for summer travel. For future 
meetings in Fall 2012 and beyond we hope to branch out to 
other towns in the Inland Northwest. Anyone is welcome to 
participate in the teleconference and in our future meetings.

Email Kristin if you plan to attend in person, or if you plan to call-
in: kristinc@uidaho.edu.

We’ve done our best to accommodate everyone’s busy schedules, 
and we apologize if this teleconference time isn’t convenient. Those 
who cannot attend or call-in will be welcome to email Kristin with 
recommendations and comments for discussion beforehand.
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Idaho Human Rights Act continued on page 3...

Idaho Human Rights Act Update
by Jennifer Whitney, Community Organizer, Planned 
Parenthood Votes Northwest

On Saturday, January 28th, folks from all across 
Idaho joined together to show their support for the 
amendment to add the words sexual orientation and 
gender identity to Idaho’s Human Rights Act (IHRA). 
Idaho’s non-discrimination law prohibits discrimination 
based on sex, age, race, ethnicity, religious beliefs or 
national origin in the areas of employment, housing, 
education, and public accommodation. Our annual Day 
of Action was an opportunity to urge these protections 
to extend to lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender 
Idahoans or those perceived to be LGBT in any way.  

Twelve cities across Idaho hosted an event for this 
year’s Day of Action. Community members could 
take multiple actions to show their support ranging 
from rallies and sticky note writing, to candlelight 
vigils and photo shoots to share with their legislators. 
Idahoans have been working for six years to see this 
amendment pass, so seeing the state-wide support 
was both heartening and inspiring. To date, folks from 
51 cities all over Idaho have written sticky notes and 
sent them to post in the capitol.  

North Idaho boasted 6 of these 12 events: Lewiston, 
Moscow, Troy, Potlatch, Plummer and Coeur d’Alene all 
hosted supportive activities for the Day of Action with 
over 150 people attending these 6 events. Boise’s rally 
on the Capitol steps was attended by almost 1,000 
supporters that brought sticky notes, and respectfully 
and quietly filed inside to post their sticky notes on the 
glass doors of the House and Senate Chambers. It was 
a moving sight to see. (http://youtu.be/lFRTihGYlcs) 

On Friday, February 10th, the Senate State Affairs 
Committee held a print hearing to decide if the 
amendment could be printed as a bill and have the 
option for a public hearing. More than 300 community 
members attended, and the committee was forced to 
move to a bigger room. Senate Minority Leader Edgar 
Malepeai gave a moving speech saying that it would be 
a shame not to allow this amendment to be printed 
to hear how this impacts thousands of Idahoans.  
Unfortunately, 7 of the 9 Senators voted not to print 
it. (http://youtu.be/XljOOlK928k) 

Since Planned Parenthood Votes Northwest (PPVNW) 
believes that each of us should be free to build 
loving relationships and create families—without 
discrimination—we are planning to include the IHRA 
amendment as one of our topics to speak with 
legislators about on our annual Lobby Day on Monday, 
February 20th. Despite the amendment’s inability to 
move forward this legislative session, our lawmakers 
need to know this continues to be an issue in Idaho, 
and we won’t stop until everyone has equal protection 
under the law.  

Access to steady jobs and stable and secure housing 
to raise healthy families are a concern for hundreds of 
LGBT Idahoans each year. LGBT Idahoans contribute 
to the economic health of Idaho and strive to provide 
for their families just like everyone else, so denying 
them housing and employment hurts everyone.   

Because of discrimination, and fear of discrimination, 
many LGBT employees hide their identities, are paid 

Day of Action advocates in Plummer, ID on January 28, 2012.

Day of Action advocates in Troy, ID on January 28, 2012.
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...Idaho Human Rights Act continued from page 2

less, and have fewer employment opportunities than 
their non-LGBT counterparts. This prejudice puts 
LGBT people at increased risk for poor physical and 
mental health. A recent statewide poll found that more 
than 63% of Idahoans across party lines feel it should be 
illegal to fire someone due to their sexual orientation. 
Luckily, businesses that support anti-discrimination 
measures for LGBT people recognize that having a 
corporate culture that embraces diversity improves 
worker productivity, helps recruit the best talent, and 
saves businesses money.  

Equality is everyone’s concern, and no one should be 
fired for who they are or who they love.  We will keep 
you posted on this issue and hope to see more human 
rights groups across Idaho join us next year in our 
efforts to provide protections for our LGBT neighbors.

In addition to the Planned Parenthood Votes Northwest 
Lobby Day, actions are still being taken this year to keep 
the amendment alive for 2012. Groups are protesting the 
committee’s decision not to print the bill. Also, efforts are 
being made to add the amendment to other bills so some 
discussion and debate can take place.

Sticky note writers from the Day of Action Rally that was held in Coeur d’Alene, ID at the Human Rights Education Institute on January 28, 2012.

19th Annual Martin Luther King 
Jr. Human Rights Community 
Breakfast in Moscow
by Kristin Carlson, Coordinator for the Northwest Coalition 
for Human Rights

On Saturday, January 14, 2012 the Latah County Human 
Rights Task Force held its 19th annual Martin Luther 
King Jr. Human Rights Community Breakfast at Moscow 
Junior High School. The Task Force was formed in 1988 
and promotes human rights education on the Palouse 
through several events, including Human Rights Day 
at the Moscow Farmer’s Market, which is held every 
September. The MLK Community Breakfast, started 
in 1994, brings human rights education to elementary, 
junior high, and high school students through essay 
and art contests, which are awarded at the breakfast 
each January. This year the junior high cafeteria was 
decorated with posters featuring quotes from leaders 
such as Benito Juarez, five-time president of Mexico, 
and Mahatma Gandhi.

In addition to awards for student work, the breakfast 
also honors community members from the Palouse who 
have contributed to human rights education. This year 
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Rosa Parks Human Rights Achievement awards 
were given to Juan Corona, Vice President of the 
Associated Students of the University of Idaho, 
and Rula Awwad-Rafferty, a University of Idaho 
Arts and Architecture Professor. Corona was 
recognized for his work with other on-campus 
groups to promote diversity and equality. 
Awwad-Rafferty focuses on human rights in her 
teaching and on campus, in work abroad, and 
by working with the city of Moscow’s Human 
Rights Commission and the Palouse Peace 
Coalition.

Each year the breakfast also features a significant 
speaker or performer who can contribute 
to knowledge of civil rights history. This year 
Robert and Helen Singleton spoke about their 
journey as Freedom Riders into the segregated 
South in 1961. The Singletons described their 
experiences traveling in Europe when Robert 
served in the Army, noting they could visit 

Student award winners from the Moscow’s MLK Community 
Breakfast pose with Mayor Nancy Chaney.

Robert and Helen Singleton speak about their experience as Freedom 
Riders in 1961 at Moscow’s MLK Community Breakfast.

27th Annual Human Rights Celebration 
for 5th Graders in Coeur d’Alene 
by Rachel Maughan, Human Rights Education Institute

On Friday, January 13, 2012, approximately 1300 fifth grade 
students from the Coeur d’Alene and Post Falls School 
Districts, as well as Holy Family Catholic School, attended 
the 27th Annual Human Rights Celebration about the civil 
rights movement and the life of Martin Luther King, Jr. This 
event was sponsored by the Kootenai County Task Force 
on Human Relations, the Coeur d’Alene School District, the 

27th Annual Human Rights Celebration continued on page 5...

any store or restaurant they wanted on their travels. This 
contrasted with life in the U.S., even in their home in Los 
Angeles, where they fought discrimination in barbershops, 
department stores, apartment rentals, and restaurants. Next, 
the Singletons took a serious step to challenge segregation in 
public transportation practices in the south by participating 
in the third Freedom Ride. Previous Freedom Rides had been 
met with fire and beatings, and the Singletons knew their trip 
would result in arrest if not violence.

Helen explained she experienced southern segregation 
growing up, when her family traveled from Philadelphia to 
Virginia to visit her grandmother each year. They brought 
their own food with them because south of Washington D.C. 
no restaurants would serve them. “As young as I was,” Helen 
said at the breakfast, “I could feel the tension in the car…It 
also made you feel a little less than you thought you were.”

The Singletons were arrested on July 30, 1961 in Jackson, 
Mississippi, long before reaching their final destination of New 
Orleans, along with more than 300 Freedom Riders. They 
were tried, fined and incarcerated at Parchman Penitentiary. By 
participating in the Freedom Rides, the Singletons challenged 
Mississippi and other southern states to comply with two 
U.S. Supreme Court decisions ruling racial segregation 
unconstitutional in interstate travel. This and other civil rights 
strategies led to the enactment of the 1964 Civil Rights Act, 
which helped bring down the barriers to equal opportunity in 
America. The Singletons noted that President Barack Obama 
was born on August 4, 1961, at the same time they were being 
arrested and tried for their efforts to bring about equal rights.

Read more about Moscow’s 19th annual Martin Luther King Jr. Human 
Rights Community Breakfast in the Lewiston Tribune: 
http://nwchr.files.wordpress.com/2012/01/01-15-12_lewiston_tribune.pdf
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Post Falls School District, North Idaho College and the 
Human Rights Education Institute. 

Dior Davenport, of Living Voices, encouraged students 
at both presentations to think about what is important 
enough to fight for and how they could be like Rosa 
Parks—strong enough to say no to hate. Davenport 
then performed “The Right to Dream,” a Living Voices 
program about the civil rights movement told from a 
first person perspective set against the backdrop of 
archival film, photos and sound clips from the period. 

“The Right to Dream” is a story about a young African 
American woman named Ruby who is growing up in 
Mississippi on the brink of the American Civil Rights 
movement. Ruby experiences the impacts of racism 
daily, which leads her to seek out leaders like Rosa 
Parks and Martin Luther King, Jr. Meeting her heroes 
shows her that there is hope for a better future for 
black people in America. Ruby becomes involved with 
SNCC (Student Nonviolent Coordination Committee) 
and leads a sit-in at a local lunch counter, and is 
involved in the voter registration drive, the March on 
Washington, Freedom Summer and the March from 
Selma to Montgomery. 

The students learned that many black people fought in 
World War II and served their country in many ways 
during the war, only to be forced out of their jobs 
and relegated to second class citizenship once more 
when the war ended. They learned that it was students, 
through SNCC, who organized the civil rights protests 
and voter registration drives. Most importantly, the 
students learned that anyone can stand up to hatred.

The morning presentation for the Coeur d’Alene 
School District featured students dancing to “Don’t 

Laugh At Me” by Allen Shamblin and Steve Seskin. The 
dancers told the story of kids who are different and just 
want to be included and featured Body Sox costumes. 
Kristin Gorringe, principal of Winton Elementary, and 
Sharon Hanson, principal of Borah Elementary, spoke 
to the students and encouraged everyone to find a way 
to apply the lessons of the civil rights movement to 
their lives now and reminded the students that it is 
everyone’s responsibility to help others who are being 
put down. The Coeur d’Alene performance ended with 
an inspiring slide show of people, particularly students, 
who have accomplished great things in both big and 
small ways and the students, teachers and parents all 
singing “Get On Your Feet” by Gloria Estefan.

...27th Annual Human Rights Celebration continued from page 4

27th Annual Human Rights Celebration continued on page 6...

Post Falls School District student dancers perform as part of the 27th Annual 
MLK Celebration for 5th graders in Coeur d’Alene, ID.

Coeur d’Alene School District student dancers perform as part of the 27th 
Annual MLK Celebration for 5th graders.

The afternoon presentation for the Post Falls School 
District featured a dance number “Dream Collage,” 
choreographed by Heidi Humbird.  Mandy Surratt, 
principal of West Ridge Elementary, and Barney 
Brewton, principal of Seltice Elementary, spoke to the 
students about how they can find opportunities to help 
others every day. They encouraged students to look for 
opportunities to help make the life of someone else a 
little bit better. The presentation closed with students, 
teachers and parents all dancing and singing to “Agents 
of Change” by Teresa Jennings.

All students, through the generous support of Sylvan 
Learning Center, were sent home with a packet 
designed to help them create and refine their own 
dream to bring about social change in the future, 
what action steps need to be taken once a dream is 
identified and examples of other fifth grade students 
who have accomplished significant change in their own 
communities. 
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...27th Annual Human Rights Celebration continued from page 5

Sunday, February 19th, 2012: The Palouse 
Asian American Association will sponsor a potluck 
and program on Japanese American civil rights hero 
Gordon Hirabayashi at the 1912 Center, Moscow, ID 
at 2:00pm.

The program will commemorate the 70th anniversary 
of Executive Order 9066, issued by President Franklin 
Roosevelt on Feb. 19, 1942, two months after the 
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor and U.S. entry 
into World War II. The Order enabled Roosevelt’s 
secretary of war and military commanders “to 
prescribe military areas in such places and of such 
extent as he or the appropriate Military Commander 
may determine, from which any or all persons may 
be excluded.” Although the order mentioned no 
group in particular, it subsequently was applied to 
most of the Japanese American population on the 
West Coast. 110,000 men, women and children of 
Japanese ethnicity in the Western states were sent 
to relocation centers and then to internment camps.

Announcement: Commemoration of 70th Anniversary of Japanese Internment in U.S.

The Palouse Asian American Association will 
commemorate this sad episode in American history 
with the Hirabayashi program.  Gordon Hirabayashi 
(1918-2012) is best known for being one of only 
three people to openly defy the government’s 
unconstitutional internment of Japanese Americans. 
His resistance led to a Supreme Court case decided 
against him, which was later overturned. He died 
recently at the age of 93.

The program will be presented by University of 
Idaho Law Professor Shaakirrah Sanders, a graduate 
of Loyola University College of Law in New Orleans 
whose courses include Constitutional Law and First 
Amendment. The program is free and open to the 
public. 

2:00pm: Potluck begins
3:00pm: Program by Professor Sanders 
Location: Art Room in the 1912 Center, 412 E. 
3rd St., Moscow, ID.

Bunkhouse Media filmed the presentations and they 
can be seen on CDA TV:
http://www.cdaid.org/index.php/online-services/tv-channel-19 

Prior to the event, students wrote their own dreams 
in the style of Martin Luther King, Jr.’s “I Have a 
Dream” speech, which were used to create a paper 
chain displayed along the bottom of the stage. Every 
one of those dreams has the potential to come true. 
Some were inspiring: “I have a dream that someday our 
society will join together to help homeless families, 
homeless beyond their control, to live like any other 
family in the nation.” Some were funny: “I have a dream 
that the California drivers center gets better.” (Possibly 
this student has heard complaints about drivers from 
California and dreams of a way to solve the problem!) 
And some were heartbreaking: “I have a dream that I can 
see my dad again.” The dreams varied from economic 
topics (quite a few students dream of lower gas prices) 
to health topics (curing cancer or diabetes) to the right 
to dignity (no more bullying). The thought that many of 
the students put into their dreams, from clean water 
for everyone to world peace, was very impressive and 
is a credit to the teachers who work hard to instill 

a desire to improve the world in their students. The 
paper chain created by the fifth grade students will 
be on display at the Human Rights Education Institute 
through March. We invite others in the community to 
add their link to our chain to create a kindness chain 
unlike any other. 

Other Coeur d’Alene events during the Martin Luther 
King Day weekend included a showing of “The Color 
of Conscience,” a documentary on Idaho’s human 
rights history, at the Coeur d’Alene Public Library on 
Thursday, January 12. The Kootenai County Task Force 
on Human Relations (www.idahohumanrights.org) held 
their annual Gala on Monday, January 16. The Human 
Rights Education Institute offered a family activity 
creating “Hero Cereal Boxes” on Monday, January 
16.  And lastly, the Human Rights Education Institute 
offered a repeat performance of “The Right to Dream” 
for the public on Wednesday, January 18, 2012 for the 
public through the support of the Idaho Humanities 
Council’s Endowment for Humanities Education.

Visit the Human Rights Education Institute’s website at 
www.hrei.org.
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Save the Date! 
Visit our website at www.nwchr.wordpress.com/events for event descriptions and up-to-date listings throughout the month.

FEBRUARY

Friday-Saturday, February 17-18, 2012
2012 Peace and Economic Justice Action 
Conference, Spokane, WA
Friday 5:30-8:30pm and Saturday 8:00am-5:30pm at the 
Unitarian Universalist Church of Spokane, 4340 W Ft 
George Wright Drive, Spokane, WA

The conference will open with a reception and cultural 
performances on Friday evening, with the short film Maria Full 
of Hopeand performances by locale spoken word and musical 
artists (no cost to attend reception). On Saturday we’ll welcome 
keynote speaker Steve Williams, founder and former Executive 
Director of POWER (People Organized to Win Employment 
Rights)and offer an array of skill-building workshops. Registration 
for Saturday is $35.00, after February 11, 2012 $40.00. For 
more information visit PJALS website: 
http://pjals.org/2012conference/, call them at 509.838.7870, or 
email pjals@pjals.org.

Sunday, February 19, 2012 
Palouse Asian-American Association Honors 
Japanese-American Civil Rights Hero Gordon 
Hirabayashi, Moscow, ID
2:00pm in the Art Room of the 1912 Center, 412 E. 3rd St., 
Moscow, ID

A presentation on civil rights hero Gordan Hirabayashi will 
commemorate the 70th anniversary of Executive Order 9066, 
which resulted in 110,000 men, women and children of 
Japanese ethnicity in the Western states being sent to relocation 
centers and then to internment camps. UI Law Professor 
Shaakirrah Sanders will speak about Gordon Hirabayashi 
(1918-2012), who is best known for being one of only three 
people to openly defy the government’s unconstitutional 
internment of Japanese Americans. His resistance led to a 
Supreme Court case decided against him, which was later 
overturned. He died recently at the age of 93. Potluck begins at 
2:00pm and program begins at 3:00pm. All are welcome.

Tuesday, February 21, 2012:

• Lecture: The Black Power Movement on 
Campus: Student Activism and Black Studies, 
Spokane, WA
7:00pm in the Weyerhaeuser Hall Robinson Teaching 
Theatre, Whitworth University, Spokane, WA. 

Presented by Marc Robinson, Ph.D. candidate in American 
Studies at WSU. Robinson was born and raised in Seattle, 
Washington. In 2004, he graduated from the University of 

Washington with a BA in history. From 2008 to the present, 
he has taught undergraduate courses in Comparative Ethnic 
Studies on race and gender, black studies, and popular culture. 
His research interests include the Civil Rights and Black 
Power Movements. Contact: Barbara Brodrick, 509.777.3270, 
bbrodrick@whitworth.edu.

• Screening: The Bro Code: How Contempo-
rary Culture Creates Sexist Men, Cheney, WA
Noon at 207 Monroe Hall, Eastern Washington University, 
Cheney, WA. 

Filmmaker Thomas Keith takes aim at the forces in male 
culture that condition boys and men to dehumanize and 
disrespect women. The Bro Codechallenges young people, young 
men and women alike, to step up and fight back against the 
idea that being a real man means being sexist. Free and open 
to the public. For more information contact Carol Vines at 
509.369.2898 or email her at cvines@ewu.edu. Presented by 
EWU Women’s Studies Center.

• Support Group: Parents, Families and Friends 
of Lesbians, Gays, Bi-Sexual and Transgender 
Persons (PFLAG), Spokane, WA
7:00pm to midnight, Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 2715 S 
Ray Street, Spokane, WA. 

This group promotes the health and well-being of LGBTQ 
persons, their families and friends through support, education 

Save the Date continued on next page

The Human Rights Education Institute will 
hold a reception in March for members of the 
community to meet the new Executive Director, 
Thomas E. Carter. Tom is an Inland Northwest 
resident, and offers a passion for human rights, 
a strong knowledge of our local community and 
many years of educational experience. He brings 
a rich mix of talent, expertise and experience to 
this position, including a Master’s in Teaching from 
Whitworth University, and a strong background 
in sales, management, and fund raising. We invite 
anyone to introduce themselves to Tom and find 
out what the Human Rights Education Institute 
can do for you! You can reach Tom at 
tcarter@hrei.org or 208-292-2359.

Announcement: New Executive 
Director Joins HREI
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and advocacy. Free to attend. For more information, email 
pflagspokane@hotmail.com or call 509.251.2186 or 
509.638.9767.

Tuesday, February 21, 2012 continued:

• Meet New Executive Director for HREI at the 
Coeur d’Alene After Hours Business Fair
5:00pm to 8:00pm at the CDA Resort Convention Center, 
Coeur d’Alene, ID

Meet Thomas E. Carter, the new executive director for the 
Human Rights Education Institute: www.hrei.org

Wednesday, February 22, 2012
Screening: Hope & Redemption: The Lena 
Baker Story, Cheney, WA
Noon to 2:00pm at 207 Monroe Hall, Eastern Washington 
University, Cheney, WA

A chronicle of the life of Lena Baker, the first woman to be sent 
to the electric chair in Georgia for the murder of her employer, 
who forced her into sexual slavery. This inspirational story 
recounts Baker’s struggle to rise above the challenges of her life, 
to face the choices she makes, and to ultimately triumph over 
her impossible circumstances.  Lena Baker was the first and only 
woman to be sentenced to death by the electric chair in the 
state of Georgia and was executed in 1945.  She was pardoned 
posthumously in 2005. Free and open to the public. For more 
information contact Carol Vines at 509.369.2898 or email her 
at cvines@ewu.edu. Cosponsored by EWU Women’s Studies 
Center and the Africana Education program.

Thursday-Friday, February 23-24, 2012
WSU College of Education’s 8th Annual 
International Globalization, Diversity and 
Education Conference, Vancouver, WA
Heathman Lodge, 7801 NE Greenwood Drive
($140 general, $60 students)

The conference is an interdisciplinary conference focusing on 
the issues of education and social justice in a global society. 
Visit www.education.wsu.edu/globalization for more information.  
Questions, contact Michael Hayes (Chair), mthayes@wsu.edu; or 
Kenny Hammer (coordinator), khammer@wsu.edu.

Thursday, February 23, 2012
HREI Human Rights Book Club, Coeur d’Alene, ID
7:00pm at the Human Rights Education Institute, 414 W. 
Mullan Road, CDA, ID

Join HREI for their first book club read: “The Immortal Life of 
Henrietta Lacks” by Rebecca Skloot. Light refreshments will be 
served. Recommended age: high school and older. Note: The 
March read will be: “Little Princes: One Man’s Promise to Bring 
Home the Lost Children of Nepal” by Conor Grennan.

Wednesday-Saturday, February 22-25, 2012:
University of Idaho: Lionel Hampton Jazz 
Festival, Moscow, ID:

• Thursday, February 23: Free Workshop by the 
Blind Boys of Alabama
10:30am, Student Union Building Auditorium, 709 Deakin 
Street, Moscow, ID. 

The Blind Boys of Alabama formed at the Alabama Institute 
for the Negro Blind in 1939. The group toiled for almost 40 
years almost exclusively on the black gospel circuit, playing 
in churches, auditoriums, and even stadiums across the 
country.  In the 1960s, they joined the Civil Rights movement, 
performing at benefits for Dr. Martin Luther King. In recent 
years the Blind Boys have gained more popular recognition, 
winning five Grammy Awards. The workshop will emphasize 
their experiences working in the Civil Rights movement, as well 
as their music. Read more on the UI website: 
www.uidaho.edu/jazzfest/festival/2012artistbios/blindboysofalabama

• Friday, February 24: The Blind Boys of 
Alabama Performance
8:30pm in the Kibbie Dome, University of Idaho campus, 
Moscow, ID

The Blind Boys of Alabama will perform in the “Soul Explosion” 
concert, along with the Ike Stubblefield Jazz Trio and special 

Save the Date continued on next page

Save the Date continued on next page
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guests Jeff Clayton, Wycliff Gordon, James Morrison and Rickey 
Woodard. Visit the Lionel Hampton Jazz Festival website for 
ticket information: http://sitecore.uidaho.edu/jazzfest/Tickets.

MARCH

March 5-9, 2012
Human Trafficking Awareness Week
Featuring events on human trafficking of North Korean 
refugees, child sex trafficking locally and continuing education 
opportunities for law enforcement and social workers about 
human trafficking issues. LiNK (Liberty in North Korea) will 
screen their documentary “The People’s Crisis” 
(http://www.linkglobal.org/) on Monday, March 5th. Visit the 
Human Rights Education Institute for details and events as the 
week approaches: www.hrei.org.

Tuesday-Thursday, March 6-8, 2012 
Footsteps: A Journey of Many, Coeur d’Alene, ID
7:30am to 5:00pm, North Idaho College, CDA, ID

An interactive exhibit that highlights issues of social injustice, 
both current and historic. There are six exhibits being planned by 
student groups on campus: Child sweatshop labor, Homelessness, 
Bullying and Harassment, Media Censorship, Hate Crimes, and 
African-American Civil Rights Movement. After being escorted 
through each exhibit groups will have a chance to discuss their 
reactions with a facilitator, and be offered resources to be 
involved with topics if they choose. Tickets are free and can be 
reserved through the North Idaho College website: www.nic.edu. 
Email haerikson@nic.edu or call 208.769.7761.

Saturday, March 10, 2012
Kids’ Carnival featuring Peace Flags with 
HREI, Coeur d’Alene, ID
10:00am to 2:00pm in CDA, ID

Join the Human Rights Education Institute to make peace 
flags at the Kids’ Carnival through Art on the Edge at 
Riverstone. All children in the community are invited to 
attend this free event. 

Saturday, March 31, 2012:

• University of Idaho Cesar Chavez 
Celebration, Moscow, ID
3:00pm in the Administration Building Auditorium, 
Moscow, ID

Noted American civil rights leader Dolores Huerta will be 
the featured speaker. Huerta co-founded the United Farm 
Workers of America with Cesar Chavez in the 1960s, and 
has worked tirelessly for over 50 years to advance the 
cause of marginalized communities. She is internationally 
recognized as a feminist, a farm worker advocate, a gay 
rights activist, and a labor leader. Details and additional 
events will be available through the UI College Assistant 
Migrant Program: www.uidaho.edu/studentaffairs/camp. 

• It Starts Now, Pullman, WA
7:00pm in the Jones Theatre, Daggy Hall, Washington 
State University, Pullman, WA

The It Starts Now theatrical performance is the culmination 
of a campaign to foster a campus climate of acceptance 
for not only gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, and queer 
(GLBTQ) students and staff, but any individuals who 
experienced marginalization or taken a stand against it. This 
theatrical performance features student-written stories of 
their personal experiences. Admission is free. Contact the 
Gender Identity/Expression and Sexual Orientation Resource 
Center at WSU for more information: 
http://thecenter.wsu.edu/

APRIL

Saturday-Sunday, April 7-8, 2012
University of Idaho’s 13th Annual 
Tutxinmepu Powwow, Moscow, ID
in the Bear Den, Moscow Junior High Gym, 1410 East D 
Street, Moscow, ID

For the past 12 years the UI Native American Student 
Center has sponsored the University of Idaho’s Tutxinmepu 
Powwow. We see the Powwow as a great recruitment and 
retention tool, as well as, a business and communication 
skill builder for our Native Students. Non-Native students 
and community members benefit from attending and 
volunteering at the Powwow as they see firsthand the 

This February the Human Rights Education 
Institute kicked off a new series of monthly 
programs for women, with “Connect and Collect: 
An Evening of Sharing” on February 3, and an 
event on teen dating and violence prevention 
on February 16. The purpose the series is to 
provide educational, informative and entertaining 
programs about the issues faced by women in 
our community. The Women’s Programs will meet 
monthly at the Human Rights Education Institute 
to discuss topics of interest to women in North 
Idaho. Topics include: aging with grace and power, 
human trafficking, women’s health issues, the 
portrayal of women in the media, and financial 
literacy. The programs are open to women of all 
ages in the community. Visit the HREI website for 
more information: www.hrei.org, call 208-292-
2359, or email info@hrei.org.

Announcement: Monthly Women’s 
Programs at HREI

Save the Date continued on next page
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strength and vitality of the Native culture. Grand Entry times:
April 7 at 12:00pm and 7:00pm, April 8 at 12:00pm. Dinner: 
Saturday, April 7 at 5:00pm. Call Steve Martin with questions: 
208-885-4237. www.uidaho.edu/nativeamericancenter 

Monday, April 9, 2012
NWCHR Teleconference Meeting
3:30pm to 5:00pm in the Chief’s Room, Student Union 
Building, University of Idaho, Moscow

As our next step towards building the Northwest Coalition for 
Human Rights and making the group official, we will conduct 
a teleconference meeting (you are welcome to call-in or attend 
in person) this April to: 1) Develop guiding questions for the 
next in-person meeting of NWCHR (for June 2012); 2) Take 
recommendations for the formation of a steering committee. 
Email Kristin if you plan to attend in person, or to RSVP for 
calling-in: kristinc@uidaho.edu. 

Saturday, April 14, 2012
Annual Multicultural Faire and Music Festival, 
Coeur d’Alene, ID
10:00am to 2:00pm, Lakes Magnet Middle School, 930 N. 
15th Street, CDA, ID

Experience the many cultures that reside right here in the 
Inland Northwest. Prepare kids for success in our multicultural 
world by providing them with a rich and varied cross-cultural 
experience that is fun, educational, and entertaining! Co-
sponsored by the Human Rights Education Institute.

The goal of this newsletter is to share information about human rights and social justice activities taking 
place in the Northwest. You can share in multiple ways by emailing kristinc@uidaho.edu:

• Send your event listings and other opportunities for our
Save the Date and Announcement sections

• Send short articles describing your local human rights activities
(photos are also welcome).

• Don’t have time to write an article yourself? If you have a story to share but can’t 
write the article yourself, contact Kristin for an interview.

Thank you for your participation.  We look forward to hearing from you!

CALLOUT: Send Us Your Human Rights Events and Activities!

• For more detailed event descriptions and up-to-date listings throughout the month, visit: 
   www.nwchr.wordpress.com/events

• For more diversity events and community resources in the Spokane area, visit the WSU Spokane
   Diversity Calendar: http://spokane.wsu.edu/services/HR/diversity/ 


