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'THE VAGINA MONOLOGUES' : A play and a call for action

~~~~~~~~

Alan Solan

Jan. 26--"The Vagina Monologues," a play that began as a one-woman off-Broadway show in 1996,

has spawned a worldwide movement to fight sexual abuse against women and has been translated into

45 languages and performed in 145 countries.

"I think it's because survivors and victims are starting to  feel safe to  break the silence,"  said Lysa

Salsbury, coordinator for programs for the University of Idaho Women's Center who is co-producer as

well as an actor for this year's production. "People want to learn. People want to educate."

The Women's Center will present its 2012 production of Eve Ensler's celebrated play beginning Feb. 2

at the Kenworthy Performing Arts Centre in Moscow. Additional performances are 7 p.m. Feb. 3 and 4.

Proceeds from the play will go to Alternatives to Violence of  the Palouse, the Women's Center, and

global V-Day projects.

The play, which was first presented on the UI campus in 2002 by the former student group Feminist-Led

Activist Movement to Empower (FLAME), is primarily student-run, student-acted and student-directed.

After FLAME disbanded, the play was produced by the WSU Planned Parenthood student group VOX

for one year before it was taken over by the Women's Center in 2009.

The Women's Center "didn't want the play to die," said Salsbury, who has co-produced the play the

past three years with Women's Center Director Heather Gasser, and is co-producer this year along with

Gasser and James Wagner.

Because of her position with the Women's Center and because the play is primarily meant to be student

run, Salsbury said she had never considered auditioning for a role. However, this year, she was asked

by director Jacque Brown to do a specific monologue after auditions failed to identify a suitable actor

for the role.

"It's going to be weird to not watch it this year," Salsbury said.

Since 2002 Ensler has added new monologues to the play each year called "spotlight monologues"

which deal with a current issue in sexual violence against women.

This year's spotlight monologues deal with Afghan women, Native American women, the missing and

murdered women of Juarez, Mexico, and the "comfort women" of the Philippines who were forced to

provide sexual service to Japanese soldiers during World War II, Salsbury said.
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The topic of the teach-ins around the country this year is "For My Sisters in Port Au Prince, Bukavu and

New Orleans." Salsbury said the Women's Center will offer about a dozen teach-ins on the topic this

year, most of them for university classes.

The play, which Salsbury said is "aimed at everybody," can be educational on many levels.

"It's very powerful and validating for women," she said. "There are many common experiences we have

as women, which often are taboo to talk about," she said. "Women can say 'this happened to me, and

it's not OK.' "

The "taboo" related to  a woman talking about her sexuality leads to  "misunderstandings, myths and

rumors," Salsbury said.

"A lot of  nonsense based on hearsay," she said. For men, she said, "it's just a huge eye-opener,"

adding that any man who truly wants to understand women should see the play.

"You can expect a whole range of emotions when you watch the play," she said.

Because of the spotlight monologues, the play is never the same from year to year, Salsbury said.

"It's a powerful piece," she said. "I've seen it dozens of times, and it never gets old for me."

As  part  of  the annual production of  the play,  there will be a  special V-Day exhibition and artists

reception featuring original artwork inspired by the themes "Womanhood" and "Empowering Women."

The event is 6 p.m. Jan. 31 at Sisters' Brew Coffee House at 218 S. Main St. in Moscow. The artwork

will be for sale, with proceeds going to the global V-Day campaign.

On Feb. 1 the documentary "What I Want My Words To Do To You" will be shown in the Women's

Center Lounge from 12:30-2 p.m. The film documents a writing workshop led by "Vagina Monologues"

playwright Ensler for 15 women inmates of  New York's Bedford Hills Correctional Facility, most of

whom were convicted of  murder. The women delve into and expose their most terrifying realities as

they  grapple  with the  nature  of  their  crimes  and  their  own culpability.  The  film  culminates  in an

emotionally charged prison performance of the women's writing by Mary Alice, Glenn Close, Hazelle

Goodman, Rosie Perez and Marisa Tomei.

Tickets are available for advanced purchase cost of $10 at the Women's Center and Eclectica, and at

the door for $15. Shows sell out every year, and advance ticket purchase is recommended.

Alan Solan can be reached at (208) 882-5561, ext. 235, or by email at asolan@dnews.com.

IF YOU GO

--WHAT: "The Vagina Monologues"

--WHEN: 7 p.m. Feb. 2, 3, 4

--WHERE: Kenworthy Performing Arts Centre, 508 S. Main St., Moscow
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--COST: $10 in advance, $15 at the door
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