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Issue I • June 2011

Welcome Letter
Welcome to Connections & Communications, the first newsletter 
for the Northwest Coalition for Human Rights (NWCHR). We 
introduced the idea for a regional human rights network for the 
Inland Northwest at this year’s Finding the Center Human Rights 
Conference, which has been held at the University of Idaho in 
Moscow five times since 2005, most recently on April 9th, 2011. 
Over eighty percent of 2011 Finding the Center participants who 
filled out conference evaluations* indicated an interest in this 
network. Connections & Communications is our first step toward 
forming and maintaining the Northwest Coalition for Human 
Rights, which exists to facilitate connections and communication 
among organizations and individuals who are engaged in human 
rights and social justice work in the Northwest region of the 
United States, with special focus on the Inland Northwest. 

In their evaluations several participants at Finding the Center asked, 
“What will a Northwest human rights coalition do? Why do we 
need it?” As Joann Muneta explains below, and as the documentary 
Color of Conscience makes clear (see Media Resources section), 
the history of racism in our region gave birth to numerous 
grassroots human rights groups in the 1980s. Many of these groups 
continue to engage in important work to combat discrimination 
and provide diversity education. The idea for a larger regional 
coalition for the Northwest is inspired by Father Bill Wassmuth’s 
efforts in establishing the Northwest Coalition Against Malicious 
Harassment in Coeur d’Alene in 1987, which later moved its base 
to Seattle and battled hate groups in Washington, Idaho, Oregon, 
Montana, Colorado, and Wyoming. In Wassmuth’s view, no town 
was too small to join in the effort. Unfortunately, the Coalition 
weakened after Bill Wassmuth passed away and has not been active 
since 2002.

The renewal of a larger coalition for the Northwest region will 
give strength to those working at the local level by allowing them 
to share resources, information, and ideas, as well as making 
them part of a larger support system. Collaboration among 
coalition members will bring about joint training sessions, as well 
as advocacy and education opportunities. Important feedback 

*Seventy-eight percent of conference participants filled out evaluations.

We hope that you do! All are welcome to 
join and give their input. The Northwest 
Coalition for Human Rights was conceived 
by members of the planning committee 
for the Finding the Center Human Rights 
Conference, which takes place in Moscow, 
ID, so our current contributors are from 
this area. This includes representatives 
from the Latah County Human Rights 
Task Force, the City of Moscow Human 
Rights Commission, the Center for Health, 
Education, and Economic Resources, Inc. 
(CHEER), and the University of Idaho’s 
Office of Human Rights, Access, and 
Inclusion (HRAI). The UI HRAI Office 
serves as the administrative home for 
the Coalition, and the Coalition strives to 
build strong membership from throughout 
Idaho and western Washington, as well as 
from other parts of the Northwest region. 
Please contact us!

Who makes up the 
coalition?

Contact Information

Northwest Coalition for Human Rights
University of Idaho
Office of Human Rights, Access, and 
Inclusion
Administration Building Rm 104
PO Box 443160
Moscow, ID  83844-3160 
Phone: 208-885-4285
Email: kristinc@uidaho.edu or
         mhendrickson@uidaho.edu
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Color of Conscience Documentary 
and Richard Butler’s Legacy
by Joann Muneta (Latah County Human Rights Task Force)

Congratulations and thank you to producer Marcia Taylor and North 
Idaho Public Television station KUID for the excellent documentary, 
“Color of Conscience,” and the follow up discussion on “Dialogue.” 
It offered an excellent overview of the history of the neo-Nazi 
Movement in North Idaho, while reminding us that we still face 
challenges involving prejudice arising from race, sexual orientation, 
and religious faith. 

In our local work for human rights and acceptance, I often think 
that Richard Butler left a positive legacy that he never intended. In 
response to his hatred, his compound, and his Aryan Nations Church, 
human rights task force groups were established in Sandpoint, Coeur 
d’Alene, Bonners Ferry and Moscow. These groups are still active 
today, making a positive difference in their communities. 
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concerning successful events and ways to improve will also be 
shared. A meeting is planned for Saturday, November 5th, 2011 
at the University of Idaho, Moscow to discuss the action plan for 
the Northwest Coalition for Human Rights (see Save the Date 
announcement). We invite you to attend this meeting to provide 
your input, and to email or call us with your ideas prior to that 
date.

This bimonthly newsletter will be a primary way we share 
information about human rights work that is taking place in our 
region. Connections & Communications seeks to share articles 
about your past, current, or planned human rights activities. Send us 
a write-up about your work so we can share it with other readers. 
These stories will both inform and inspire the efforts of others, so 
sending your story is an important way to contribute to human 
rights activity in the Northwest. Also, please email announcements 
concerning upcoming events. An events listing will be included in 
each newsletter in the Save the Date section.

All are welcome to join the Northwest Coalition for Human Rights, 
and we hope you attend the meeting on November 5th. However, 
membership is not required to contribute to or benefit from this 
newsletter. Regardless of your ability to devote time to a larger 
coalition, we hope you will contribute your event announcements 
and stories to this publication, and that you will benefit from the 
information we share.

Sincerely,
Finding the Center Human Rights Conference Planning Committee

Idaho Public TV Special: 
“The Color of Conscience: 
Human Rights in Idaho”

This one-hour documentary by Idaho 
Public Television producer Marcia 
Franklin looks at the 25-year history of 
Idaho’s modern human rights movement. 
She documents the 1981 creation of 
the Kootenai County Task Force on 
Human Relations and the group’s efforts 
to confront the messages and activities 
of the Aryan Nations near Hayden, ID. 
The film uses archival footage, as well 
as interviews with human rights leaders, 
victims of prejudice and hate crimes, and 
a former neo-Nazi skinhead. Current 
human rights issues such as gay rights, 
hate crimes and immigrant rights are also 
addressed. The documentary aired on 
May 25th, 2011 and is now available to 
view online at http://video.idahoptv.org/
video/1949293974/.

Recommended Media 
Resources
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Cover of the April 24, 1989 issue of the Idahonian with 
“Walk for Racial Equality” article.



The Latah County Human Rights Task Force was established 
in 1988 in Moscow, largely in response to Butler’s activities. 
We are still going strong with sponsorship of the Martin 
Luther King Jr./Human Rights Community Breakfast, the Rosa 
Parks Human Rights Achievement Awards, the Martin Luther 
King Arts & Essay Contest, Human Rights Day at the Farmers 
Market and human rights programs for local schools. 

But back in 1989 our first major activity was to take part 
in what was titled “A Walk for Racial Equality” which was 
a response to Richard Butler’s call for an international 
celebration of Hitler’s birthday at his Hayden Lake Compound. 
Over one thousand people from Moscow, Pullman, Sandpoint, 
Coeur d’Alene, Spokane, Boise, Pocatello, Idaho Falls, Seattle, 
Portland, Missoula and other places met on April 22nd in 

Coeur d’Alene and marched together with songs and chants up Highway 95 to Hayden. We did not go to Butler’s 
compound, but we later learned only 60 had come to celebrate Hitler and his ideas. 

This unity in the face of racism is still vital today and is the inspiration for the formation of the Northwest 
Coalition for Human Rights and the Finding the Center Human Rights Conference. All who share our ideals and 
want to work for justice are invited to join in this movement. Contact us to help ensure “liberty and justice for 
all”—you are an important part of the whole.

Color of Conscience continued from page 2

Finding the Center Conference Update
by Kristin Carlson (Finding the Center Coordinator)

Joann Muneta wore this T-shirt design on April 22, 1989 when she 
participated in “A Walk for Racial Equality” in Coeur d’Alene, ID.
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Thank you to everyone who attended Finding the 
Center 2011 on April 9th! We had a wonderful 
turnout with ninety-five attendees enrolled in our 
unique workshop tracks for students, educators, law 
enforcement officials, and business and community 
members. Workshops focused on grassroots coalition 
building, leadership skills, effective communication 
skills for interpersonal negotiations, using social 
media tools for social justice work, selecting doable 
volunteer projects, and gaining a better understanding 
of bias incidents and hate crimes in our region.

Also, thank you to all attendees who took the time to 
fill out evaluations at the end of the conference. We 
had overwhelmingly positive feedback overall, as well as 
great suggestions for improvement and for topics and 
themes at future conferences. We will offer a second 
evaluation opportunity at the Follow-Up Finding the 
Center Meeting on Saturday, November 5th (see Save 
the Date announcement), where we will invite you 
to provide feedback on the long-term effectiveness 

of conference materials and topics. We invite you to 
join us on November 5th for lunch, discussion and 
feedback concerning Finding the Center training, as 
well as for discussion concerning the formation of 
the Northwest Coalition for Human Rights. Those 
who cannot attend this meeting will be mailed copies 
of the second evaluation, and we encourage you to 
provide us with your comments via mail.

We plan to incorporate all your comments and 
feedback into our next Finding the Center Conference, 
planned for the fall of 2013. We are transitioning the 
conference into a biennial event, to be held in the fall 
on the University of Idaho campus. This will allow us to 
take turns with the Women’s Leadership Conference, 
which is offered by the University of Idaho Women’s 
Center. (The next Women’s Leadership Conference 
will be held in fall 2012.) We look forward to working 
towards Finding the Center 2013, and we hope the 
formation of the Northwest Coalition for Human 
Rights will strengthen our conference offerings.
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Tewsdey Erickson and 
the Clothing, Book, and Toy Exchange 
for Non-Traditional Students
by Kristin Carlson (Finding the Center Coordinator)

University of Idaho senior Tewsdey Erickson made an Action 
Commitment to work at the Non-Traditional Student 
Clothing, Toy, and Book Exchange, which was sponsored by 
the UI Women’s Center at the Family Housing Community 
Center on Saturday, April 23rd, 2011. Erickson has worked for 
the Women’s Center for two years as a workstudy student. 
She wanted to use her Action Commitment to help her co-
worker Natona Davi, the Americorps program assistant for 
the Women’s Center who coordinated the drive. Tewsdey 
also wanted an opportunity to help a segment of the student 
population with which she doesn’t usually work. 

Non-traditional students at the University of Idaho include 
parents, married couples, veterans, caregivers to elderly 
parents, undergraduates over the age of 24, and students 
who took a break between high school and university 
education. The university estimates that 20 to 30 percent 
of undergraduates qualify as non-traditional students. The 
Clothing, Toy, and Book Exchange collected donations from 
the community and made them available for free to non-
traditional students. 

Erickson worked with Davi to collect and organize the 

Save the Date
Sunday, June 12, 2011 
Benewah Human Rights Coalition 
Community Meeting and Fundraiser
2:00pm to 4:00pm at 11150 Sanders Road 
(6 miles south of  Tensed, 2 miles off Hwy 95)

Come support the newly-formed Benewah 
Human Rights Coalition at their fundraiser.

Saturday, September 10, 2011 
Human Rights Day at the Moscow 
Farmers Market (hosted by the Latah 
County Human Rights Task Force) 
8:00am to 1:00pm in Friendship Square, 
Downtown Moscow, ID

Human Rights Day at the Moscow Farmers 
Market was started in 1991 as a response to 
Richard Butler’s July 4th neo-Nazi parade in 
Coeur d’Alene. The Latah County Human 
Rights Task Force decided that instead of 
direct confrontation, we would have a counter-
event showing that our community stood for 
inclusion and diversity. Each year, we provide 
informational displays, children’s activities 
and handouts centering on an appropriate 
theme. Past themes have included Building 
Bridges with Our Muslim Neighbors, Human 
Rights in Hard Times, and last year, Immigration: 
a Moscow Experience. This year’s theme is 
Japanese Internment and Islamophobia: Drawing 
Parallels from History, using information about 
the Japanese American Internment Camp at 
Kooskia, Idaho, and confronting growing biases 
against American Muslims. 

Saturday, November 5, 2011
NWCHR Coalition Planning Meeting 
& Finding the Center Follow-Up 
11:00am to 3:00pm in the Student Union 
Building, 709 Deakin Avenue, University of Idaho, 
Moscow

Join us for discussion concerning the formation 
of the Northwest Coalition for Human Rights 
and the Finding the Center Human Rights 
Conference. Topics will include: 1) creating a 
plan of action for the NWCHR, 2) presentations 
on completed Action Commitments from 
Finding the Center 2011, and 3) written follow-
up evaluations concerning the information and 
training provided at Finding the Center 2011. 
Lunch and snacks will be provided.

Finding the Center 
Action Commitment Update

Finding the Center 2011 closed with an Action-Planning Session by 
Dr. Debbie Storrs (University of Idaho Professor of Sociology and the 
Associate Dean of the College of Letters, Arts, and Social Sciences) 
and Dr. Traci Craig (University of Idaho Associate Professor of 
Psychology and Communication Studies). Dr. Storrs and Dr. Craig 
explained the notion of the local superhero—a member of the 
community who takes selfless action within his or her personal 
spheres of influence to challenge inequality or incivility. Conference 
participants were asked to identify their own potential spheres of 
influence and to commit to a local superhero action they could 
complete in the coming weeks and months. Participants described 
their plan in a written Action Commitment, which they turned in 
at the end of the day. We’re proud that seventy-four percent of 
our attendees made these Commitments. We plan to feature the 
progress of at least one of these superhero actions in each issue 
of this newsletter.

Action Commitment Update continued on page 5
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Callout: Send Us Your 
Human Rights Events 
and Activities!

The goal of this newsletter is to share 
information about human rights and 
social justice activities taking place in the 
Northwest. You can share in multiple ways 
by emailing kristinc@uidaho.edu:

• Send your events listings for our 
  Save the Date section.

• Send short articles describing
  your local human rights activities
  or contact Kristin to be 
  interviewed for an article.

• Finding the Center
  participants:
  send reports on the progress of
  your Action Commitments and
  we will feature your work in the
  Action Commitment Update.

Thank you for your participation. We look 
forward to hearing from you!

donations the day before the exchange,  to assist non-
traditional students the day of the exchange, and to manage 
other volunteers. Erickson noted she was overwhelmed by 
the quantity of donations, and that she took great pleasure 
in telling visitors that everything was free of charge. Many 
of the visitors were students with young children. Children 
played with the toy donations while their parents perused 
the clothing and books. 

Donations were so plentiful that, despite great attendance 
by the non-traditional students, two SUVs full of leftovers 
were driven to the Salvation Army at the end of the day. 
Erickson and Davi agreed that the Exchange should be a 
weekend-long event if it is held next year. That way even 
more students can take advantage of the free clothes, books, 
and toys.

In a written testimonial Erickson explains how topics 
offered at Finding the Center influenced her perception 
of the Clothing, Toy, and Book Exchange: “Work[ing] with 
non-traditional students is important and sometimes 
undervalued. Assisting with this clothing exchange helped 
ease some of the economic stress put on student-parents 
trying to enrich their lives and better their futures for 
themselves and their families. I strongly believe that helping 
people further their lives is what ultimately changes the 
world [and] undeniably helps human rights. Not only am 
I somewhat of a ‘change agent’ for having participated in 
this project, I very well may have facilitated the process of 
becoming a ‘change agent’ for a non-traditional student at 
the University of Idaho...I also found myself remembering 
the community organizing that we learned about in our 
session with Kitara McClure—[the] Clothing, Toy, and Book 
Exchange is a great example of community organizing. It was 
fantastic to see ideas from the conference come to life in 
front of my eyes.”

Tewsdey Erickson just finished her undergraduate degree in sociology 
at the University of Idaho, Moscow. She earned credit toward her 
degree by participating in Finding the Center through a workshop 
offered by the UI Department of Sociology’s Certificate in Diversity & 
Stratification.

More information about nontraditional student programs can be found 
at http://www.uidaho.edu/studentaffairs/nontraditional and at the UI 
Women’s Center website at www.students.uidaho.edu/womenscenter.
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