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Establishing Local Human Rights Groups 
to Combat Hate: A Case Study of the Kootenai 
County Task Force on Human Relations, 1981–Present 
by Tony Stewart, Co-Founder of the Kootenai County Task Force 
on Human Relations, Coeur d’Alene, ID

Upon the arrival of the Aryan Nations from southern California 
to Kootenai County in the 1970s, we witnessed a series of serious 
incidents of harassment directed at minorities in our community. 
Following the targeting of a Jewish restaurant owner in Hayden and 
a bi-racial family in Coeur d’Alene by the neo-Nazis, the Kootenai 
County Task Force on Human Relations (KCTFHR) was formed in 
1981 as an all-volunteer human rights organization.

After more than 30 years in addressing and working to combat hate 
groups’ crimes and hate activities both here and across America, 
we have learned a number of vital organizational and operational 
lessons. I shall discuss these lessons in four categories. If you wish 
to learn more about these organizational and operational methods, 
please see the reference to a published article listed at the end of 
this essay.1

1: Create a Broad-Based Community Organization
First, it is important for the community to organize and create a 
broad based human rights organization as an effective counter-
voice to the threats from a hate group and hate activities/crimes.

2: Establish Clear Strategies
Second, the newly formed human rights group should establish 
clear strategies to counter the hate. The KCTFHR has followed 
two such strategies: (1) we never remain silent in the face of hate 
activities/crimes. (2) We never directly confront a hate group by 
attending the events of the hate group but rather we sponsor 
alternative peaceful events at another location. Our strategies 
include both pro-active and re-active policies.

3: Make a Serious, Long-Term Time Commitment
Third, the group’s board and leaders should accept the reality that 
to be successful they must be willing to organize and operate over 
a long period of time that requires many hours of volunteer efforts. 

The Northwest Coalition for Human Rights 
(NWCHR) facilitates communication 
among organizations and individuals 
engaged in human rights and social justice 
work in the Northwest region of the 
United States. The coalition, inspired by Bill 
Wassmuth’s former Northwest Coalition 
Against Malicious Harassment, gives 
strength to those working at the local 
level by allowing them to share resources, 
information, and ideas, as well as making 
them part of a larger support system. 
The University of Idaho Office of Human 
Rights, Access, and Inclusion (HRAI) 
serves as the administrative home for the 
NWCHR, which strives to build strong 
membership from throughout Idaho and 
eastern Washington, as well as from other 
parts of the Northwest region.

All are welcome to join NWCHR and give 
their input. Our first meeting is planned for 
Saturday, November 5th, 2011 in Moscow 
to discuss an initial action plan (see details 
in our Save the Date announcement). We 
invite you to attend this meeting to provide 
your input.

PLEASE CONTACT US:

Northwest Coalition for Human 
Rights
University of Idaho: Office of Human 
Rights, Access, and Inclusion
Administration Building Rm 104
PO Box 443160
Moscow, ID  83844-3160 
Phone: 208-885-4285
Email: kristinc@uidaho.edu or
         mhendrickson@uidaho.edu

The Northwest Coalition 
for Human Rights

Establishing Local Human Rights Groups continued on page 2
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Here are some examples of events, programs, activities 
and public policy issues, including laws and court cases, 
either sponsored or endorsed by the KCTFHR over 
the past 30 years (some are one-time activities while 
others are annual or on-going events):
• lobby for anti-hate crime and civil rights laws
• partnering with the local schools for an annual Dr. 
  Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday Children’s Week
• press conferences and press releases
• public rallies and parades
• advertising
• week-long symposiums
• support for victims of hate, including court cases
• TV productions
• an annual human rights banquet
• assist others to establish local human rights groups
• creation of high school human equality clubs
• speaking tours across America
• an annual gala event
• an annual booth at the North Idaho Fair
• a newsletter to the “Friends” of the KCTFHR
• creating the Human Rights Education Institute in
  1998 in Coeur d’Alene (the HREI operates separate
  from the KCTFHR following its establishment)
• interviews with regional, national and international
  live and printed media as well as graduate students’
  research for their thesis or dissertation
• presenting annual civil rights awards
• guest editorials and letters-to-the-editor

4: Be Inclusive in Principle and Structure
Fourth, the organization should be very inclusive 
as to established principles and organizational 
structure. The KCTFHR By-Laws declare: “We oppose 
discrimination or the denial of ‘Equal Protection of the 
Laws’ based upon race, color, religion, creed, gender, 
age, disability, ethnic origin, sexual orientation or social 
and/or economic status.” The KCTFHR has 21 board 
members including designated seats for the Native 
American, African American, Hispanic/Latino, Jewish, 
Asian American, LGBT, Religious/Faith, business, law 
enforcement, local government, education, and youth 
communities as well as a number of open seats. 

We are fortunate in north Idaho to have a number 
of effective local human rights task forces in Latah, 
Nez Perce, Benewah, Bonner and Boundary counties. I 
would urge you to support those groups.

Heroic Imagination Project Website:
www.heroicimagination.org 

The Heroic Imagination Project (HIP) is a nonprofit 
training organization based on the research of Dr. 
Philip Zimbardo, a retired Stanford psychology 
professor. HIP teaches strategies that allow people to 
act with character and courage in the face of bullying, 
peer pressure and indifference. The project suggests 
that everyone has the ability to perform exceptional 
actions, even in the face of adversity, if they learn to 
think heroically and to be aware of the pressures of 
conformity. Read a recent NPR interview here: http://
www.npr.org/2011/07/04/137531649/evil-scientist-
wants-to-teach-people-to-do-good.

HIP’s logic is reminiscent of Dr. Debbie Storrs’s Action 
Planning Session at the close of Finding the Center 2011. 
If you find the idea of acting as an everyday superhero 
inspiring, or feel you need a review, see the online 
lessons offered on the Heroic Imagination Project’s 
website. Using text and video clips, the lessons explain 
what social psychology has recently discovered 
about heroic behavior, better preparing the user to 
act heroically when the opportunity presents itself. 
Register on the HIP website for free to access the 
lessons: http://heroicimagination.org/take-action/take-
the-hero-challenge/.

Recommended Media Resources
Establishing Local Human Rights Groups continued from page 1

The experiences we have witnessed over 30 years 
from the purveyors of hate activities should give us a 
strong impetus to never remain apathetic or silent in 
the face of these threats to the safety and well-being 
of the victims. When the dust finally settles, when we 
look back with clear maturity and judgment, and when 
the history is recorded, we will know that democracy 
was victorious. The future generations will be able to 
live and celebrate democracy’s tenants of freedom, 
equality and justice for all. 

You can learn more about the Kootenai County Task Force on 
Human Relations at their web site: www.idahohumanrights.org.

1 Kathy Canfield Davis, Ph.D.; Russell A. Joki, Ph.D.; and Mary E. 
Gardiner, Ph.D. (The University of Idaho) “Social Justice Leadership 
in Action,” Journal of Ethnographic & Qualitative Research, Volume 
3, Issue 4, summer, 2009. 



Palouse Pride 2011: Celebrating the LGBT Community of the Palouse
by Kristin Carlson, Coordinator for Finding the Center & the Northwest Coalition for Human Rights

The 2011 Palouse Pride t-shirt, for sale at Safari Pearl, 221 East 3rd Street, 
Moscow, ID.
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What is Palouse Pride?
Palouse Pride 2011 will take place from Saturday, 
August 6th to the following Saturday, August 13th in 
Moscow, ID. It features a variety of events—including 
a pride parade, an outdoor festival, a comedy night, 
and a drag show—to celebrate the sexual diversity of 
the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender community 
of the Palouse. People of all sexual orientations are 
welcome to attend the events and show support for 
Palouse Pride, which is organized through Inland Oasis, 
a Moscow-based group supporting educational, social 
and health programming for the LGBT community in 
southeastern Washington and north central Idaho. 

In mid-July I interviewed Gordon Mellott, the Palouse 
Pride program director, who has worked with both 
the pride festival and Inland Oasis for the last six years. 
He provided insight into the history of Palouse Pride, 
how the event has grown, and what to expect from 
the 2011 festival, which he hopes will be the biggest 
Palouse Pride yet.

Palouse Pride History
Pride events started on the Palouse in the late nineties, 
with a small picnic in Moscow’s East City Park. The 
actual festival started around nine years ago, with a 
stage for entertainment and ten to twelve vendors in 
the park. Mellott came on board as a volunteer six 
years ago when Palouse Pride’s organizer dropped out 
two weeks before the festival. Since then, Mellott has 
worked with Inland Oasis to expand Palouse Pride and 
ensure its continuity from year to year. 

The festival now takes place every summer the second 
week in August and seeks to grow to the point where 
it can fill a whole week with events. This year most of 
the events, including the pride parade and the festival in 
the park, are concentrated at the end of the week. Like 
Inland Oasis, the festival caters to Moscow-Pullman, 
Lewiston-Clarkston, and the smaller towns in their 
vicinity, but attendees hail from Spokane and the Tri-
Cities as well. In past years people have also attended 
from Seattle and Salt Lake City.

Pride parades traditionally take place in late June to 
commemorate the Stonewall Riots, which took place 

on Saturday, June 28, 1969 following a police raid on the 
Stonewall Inn, a gay bar in Greenwich Village, NY. The 
Stonewall riots mark the first time in recent history 
that a significant number of LGBT people resisted 
arrest, and is often considered the start of the modern 
gay rights movement. Mellott explained Palouse Pride 
is held in August so it doesn’t compete with the bigger 
parades, which Palouse residents will travel to attend in 
places like Seattle. August is a good time because there 
aren’t many conflicting events and university students 
are starting to return to the area.

Organizing a Pride Festival
Mellott cites the importance of Inland Oasis for the 
growing strength of the festival. The organization 
helped streamline Palouse Pride: now they re-use the 
same templates for their materials, their website, and 
their events every year. Mellott refers to this as “plug 
and play,” explaining that the system makes it easier 
when someone new takes over. Each year the festival 
approaches local businesses with a Palouse Pride 
packet, developed over the years to solicit and inform 
potential festival vendors. Mellott states, “there is no 
such thing as too long of a planning period.” Inland 
Oasis begins working on the August events when their 
board is elected each January.

Past planning committees have also increased the 
popularity of the festival by bringing in desirable 
performers. Three years ago previous festival chair 
Kathy Sprague started this trend by booking the 

Palouse Pride continued on page 4
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Fabulous Kingpins, a popular Moscow band. Last year 
the committee focused on featuring drag troupes 
from Boise and the Tri-Cities. Sprague and her partner 
Tabitha Simmons are also behind the TabiKat Drag 
Show, another event featured at Palouse Pride. Simmons 
and Sprague own the Safari Pearl-Eclectica store in 
Moscow and have been producing monthly drag shows 
for Moscow-Pullman for over sixteen years. TabiKat is 
a significant part of LGBT history on the Palouse: in 
the absence of a gay bar, it is the only event in the 
area consistently providing safe entertainment for the 
LGBT community. It is also one of the only drag shows 
in the Northwest admitting an 18-and-over audience.

What to Expect from This Year’s Pride
This year Palouse Pride hired its biggest name yet, the 
drag queen Pandora Boxx. Boxx gained nationwide 
recognition when she appeared on the second season 
of RuPaul’s Drag Race, a reality TV show in which drag 
queens compete for the title “America’s Next Drag 
Superstar.” Pandora Boxx will headline and emcee the 
Palouse Pride Comedy Show on Friday night, appear at 
the festival in East City Park on Saturday, and perform 
at the drag show Saturday night. Mellott explained 
these performances should have enormous appeal to 
the 18- to 20-year-old crowd, who can’t normally see 
famous drag queens due to the 21-and-up restrictions 
at most clubs.

Other performers for the weekend will include the drag 
troupes from Boise and the Tri-Cities who appeared 
last year, a local improv group called the White Ties, and 
Gordon Mellott as the drag queen Aquasha DeLusty. 
The Comedy Night will also feature Debbie Wooten, 
a comedian and diversity speaker who struggled with 
polio as a child, in addition to having a family plagued 
by poverty, abuse, and alcoholism. Palouse Pride kicks 
off on Saturday, August 6th (a weekend before the main 
events) with Drag Bingo, featuring PG-13 entertainment 
by local drag queens.

All are welcome to march in the Palouse Pride Parade, 
which starts at the Moscow Farmers Market and heads 
east on Third Street to East City Park (0.7 miles) on 
Saturday, August 13th. Mellott estimates the march 
will take forty-five minutes to an hour. People of all 
ages have participated in the past and many bring their 

children and walk their dogs. Some people dress up 
or carry signs, but it is not a requirement. The march 
is sidewalk-only, per Palouse Pride agreement with 
city officials, so marchers must stay out of the street 
and off lawns, and must obey traffic signals. Marchers 
will meet in Friendship Square in front of the fountain 
between 10:30 and 11:00am. The march is followed by 
the festival in East City Park from noon to 4:00pm. 
The festival offers live stage entertainment, a variety 
of vendors, a beer garden by Mikey’s Gyros, and a 
children’s area with art projects.

Saturday, September 10, 2011
Human Rights Under Attack: Japanese 
Internment and Islamophobia
8:00am to 1:00pm in Friendship Square, Downtown 
Moscow, ID

Protecting human rights seems doable in calm, peaceful 
times, but when a nation is under attack, people often 
forget their principles of tolerance and respect. This 
was the case when Japan attacked Pearl Harbor in 
1941. With no due process, over 110,000 Americans of 
Japanese ethnicity, many of them native-born citizens, 
were taken from their homes and sent to internment 
camps. A little-known camp related to this forced 
relocation was located near us in Kooskia, Idaho. But 
that was then and this is now. The current question 
relating to this history is: how have American-born 
Muslims fared since the 9/11 attack on the World Trade 
Center?

These topics are the focus of the 2011 Human Rights 
Day at the Moscow Farmers Market. Human Rights 
Day at the Market is an annual event sponsored by 
the Latah County Human Rights Task Force. It was 
started in 1991 as a response to Neo-Nazi activities 
in Northern Idaho, including Richard Butler’s July 4th 
neo-Nazi parade in Coeur d’Alene. Rather than going 
north to protest these hate activities, Task Force 
members began staging a counter-event to show that 
our community stands for inclusion and diversity. Each 
year, we provide informational displays, fact sheets, and 
children’s activities centering on a relevant theme. For 
the 2011 theme children’s activities will include origami 
and coloring prints of Islamic tiles.

Announcement: Human Rights Day 
at the Moscow Farmers Market

Palouse Pride continued from page 3

Palouse Pride continued on page 5
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Year-Round Pride
When Palouse Pride week is over, Mellott suggests the 
best way to support the LGBT community year-round 
is to volunteer time and resources. There are several 
organizations on the Palouse that could use volunteers. 
Inland Oasis just moved to a new space in Moscow and 
needs volunteers to devote a few hours each week 
to sit at the center and provide information. Also, the 
Inland Oasis board is elected from community members 
who pay dues for the organization. Only $1/month is 
required, so anyone is free to participate in electing 
and serving on the board. Inland Oasis’s main program 
is their HIV testing service, which has run successfully 
for three years. They are now working on building a 

Youth Group, which will serve high school students 
and require responsible adult volunteers. Youth in the 
region have expressed interest in hearing coming out 
stories from volunteers in the LGBT community as 
part of the group’s activities. Contact Inland Oasis for 
information on volunteering: www.inlandoasis.org. 

A weekend pass to the Pride Festival will be $35 and includes 
the BBQ & Comedy Show, TabiKat Drag Show, and your official 
Palouse Pride 2011 t-shirt. T-shirts are $18 without the pass. 
Weekend passes, tickets to the drag show, and t-shirts can be 
purchased at Safari Pearl, 221 East 3rd Street, Moscow, ID.

For details on Palouse Pride events, see our Save the Date 
section and visit the Inland Oasis website: www.inlandoasis.org/
PrideHome.html. 

Palouse Pride continued from page 4

Saturday, October 1, 2011 The Great Moscow Food Drive
8:00am to 1:00pm in Friendship Square, Downtown Moscow, ID

Announcement: Donations and Volunteers Needed for Food Drive

Our organization was started this spring with a 
small group of dedicated people, all of whom live 
and work in Benewah County. From 2009 to 2011, I 
served as County Commissioner for District 2, which 
encompasses the western side of the county, including 
the Coeur D’Alene reservation and Highway 95 from 
the Latah County line to Kootenai. During that time, 
it became very clear to me that there were serious 
human relations problems between various members 
of the population that were being fueled by old belief 
systems and lack of modern communication channels 

The need for donations of non-perishable food, toilet, 
and household items in our region is great. For the past 
ten years the Great Moscow Food Drive has responded 
by collecting items once a year at the Moscow Farmers 
Market. The first Drive took place in the year 2000, 
and set a goal of collecting 2,000 items. That goal was 
exceeded, and the response has been growing each year.

This year the Food Drive is sponsored by the Latah 
County Human Rights Task Force. Due to increasing 
need, the donation goal has been raised to 3,000 items. 
This ambitious goal can be reached if everyone does 
their share. Please be generous and compassionate and 

bring as many items as possible to the Moscow Farmers 
Market on October 1st. Trucks will be available to gather 
contributions. Donations of cash will also be accepted at 
the Food Drive Table. 

Volunteers are needed on October 1st to help collect 
items, load trucks, and unload donations at area food banks. 
Volunteers are also needed before October 1st to plan 
outreach and publicize the Drive on campus and in the 
community. To volunteer email info@humanrightslatah.
org and give your name, phone number, and email address. 
Thank you in advance for your contributions!

The Newly-Formed Benewah Human Rights Coalition
by Christina Crawford, President, Benewah Human Rights Coalition

Benewah Human Rights continued on page 6

to get accurate information to people in all areas of 
the county. 

As years have passed, the extractive industries (logging, 
mining, farming) employing men and paying family wage 
jobs have decreased, while the Coeur d’Alene Tribe has 
grown and expanded economically, creating jobs—not 
only at their casino—but also within other businesses. 
This shifted the old balance of influence and caused 
uncertainty among newcomers and old-timers alike. It 
is also requiring a new look at education for the youth 
of the county in order to prepare them for the high 
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A Campus Conversation: the Effect of Themed Parties on the Inclusiveness of Campus Life
by Denise Carl, Coordinator of ASUI Student Engagement and Leadership Programs

Finding the Center 
Action Commitment Update

Finding the Center 2011 closed with an Action-Planning Session by Dr. Debbie Storrs and Dr. Traci Craig of the 
University of Idaho. Dr. Storrs and Dr. Craig explained the notion of the local superhero—a member of the community 
who takes selfless action within his or her personal spheres of influence to challenge inequality or incivility. Conference 
participants were asked to identify their own potential spheres of influence and to commit to a local superhero action 
in a written Action Commitment statement. We’re proud that seventy-four percent of our attendees made these 
Commitments. We will feature the progress of some of these superhero actions in each issue of this newsletter.

Campus Conversation continued on page 7

Benewah Human Rights continued from page 5

As I began my walk home on Friday, April 8, 2011 
I noticed there were several students walking on 
campus in unusual attire: students were wearing 
overalls and flannel shirts, carrying dirty dolls, and had 
their front teeth blacked out. Normally I wouldn’t be 
able to tell you the specific date, but it was a Vandal 
Friday, a day when prospective students are visiting 
the University of Idaho campus. After seeing at least 
a dozen people dressed up, I asked one student 
about his outfit. He replied he was dressed up for 
the “white trash party.” I commented that it seemed 
early to be dressed up—it was just about 5:00 pm—
only to discover the party had been going on since 
9:00am.  I recalled my walk to the Student Union 
that morning, when I noticed an unusual amount of 

activity at one of the Greek houses nearby. I began 
piecing the puzzle together in my mind, realizing 
what I had seen was the “white trash party,” and that 
it had been going on all day for everyone on campus 
to see. The next day I attended the Finding the Center 
Human Rights Conference.

At the conference I heard from several people 
who have been change agents in their own lives, 
in turn impacting the lives of others. At the end 
of an inspiring day we were all asked to continue 
our commitment to fight injustice and create more 
inclusive and welcoming environments. I couldn’t 
help but think about the party I had seen just the 

technology work force. Change does not always come 
easily unless there is pro-active, positive leadership to 
forge the way ahead and create new role models for 
people to see.

Our Coalition intends to assist with communication, 
emphasis on education, and youth programs through the 
school. It is well-known that a peaceful environment is 
related to education, jobs and health. Benewah County 
has fallen behind in all those areas according to two 
years of surveys.

The Benewah Human Rights Coalition has pledged 
to work towards the elimination of prejudice and 
discrimination. This summer we are hosting information 
tables at the Benewah County Fair, Paul Bunyan Days 
and Veterans Day Memorial. This fall the Coalition 
is partnering with St. Maries schools and Plummer 
Lakeside schools in a Prevent Bullying campaign with 

multi-media projects designed by middle and high 
school students. Cash prizes will be given to the 
winners. This partnership will help promote a positive, 
tolerant and accurate image of the acceptance of 
diversity in Benewah County. 

The Benewah Human Rights Coalition is pleased and 
proud to be a part of the larger, long-standing human 
rights movement in our beautiful North Idaho, and 
we wish to extend special thanks to Kootenai County 
Task Force for their initial guidance.  And thanks to 
the Northwest Coalition for Human Rights for the 
opportunity to be included in this newsletter. On 
behalf of our board, Lloyd Agte (Vice President), Jill 
Wagner (Secretary), Justin Marsh (Treasurer), Marilyn 
Barker and Chris Meyer, we look forward to working 
together now and in the future.
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Campus Conversation continued from page 6

day before. Did our students at the University of Idaho 
understand their actions were creating an unwelcoming 
environment? Did they know what it meant to live their 
lives with congruence? I decided to commit to holding 
an event called a Campus Conversation, which would 
serve as a forum for students and faculty about the 
effect of themed parties on campus life. 

I knew that holding the Conversation in a timely manner 
would be an important factor in its success. That day I 
reached out to my supervisor, Jennifer Fountain, Director 
of Student Engagement, and Heather Gasser, Director of 
the Women’s Center, to seek out allies and professional 
support for hosting the Conversation.  The commitment 
of university professionals to challenge and support 
their students was evident in the extensive amount of 
dialogue that occurred throughout the weekend and 
into the next week. 

Several additional voices were brought into the fold 
during the planning stages, including Matt Kurz, Director 
of Greek Life; Mark Edwards, Assistant to the President 
for Diversity, Equity & Community; and ASUI Leadership 
Interns Nathan Essex, Matthew Montgomery and 
Samantha Storms. Each person brought a different 
perspective to the idea of the Campus Conversation 
and helped me to understand how different entities 
on campus viewed the “white trash party.” A priority 
throughout the planning process was to avoid focus on 
the host of the party or the specifics of the party. Instead 
the Conversation would focus on the intent versus the 
impact of themed functions.

The Campus Conversation was held the following 
Thursday, April 14th in a meeting room in the Commons 
building on campus. A Facebook event was created 
utilizing the Idaho LEADS page, Heather Gasser created 
a poster for the Commons and the Student Union, Matt 
Kurz sent out notices to all the Greek Living Groups, 
and an email was sent to students affiliated with ASUI as 
well as the Women’s Center. About thirty students and 
faculty attended the event.

During the Conversation students and staff were given 
the opportunity to address the following questions: what 
is the intent versus the impact of themed functions? 
What does it mean to live one’s life with congruence? 

Campus Conversation continued on page 8

Action Commitment Updates 
In Brief

Bead for Life Raises Money for 
Ugandan Women
Ellen McKenzie and Julie Miller, each a staff 
member and student at the University of Idaho, 
organized a Bead for Life event at the Prichard 
Art Gallery in downtown Moscow, ID. Bead 
for Life is a non-profit organization based in 
Colorado that partners with women living in 
impoverished areas of Uganda. Bead for Life 
helps the women sell their beaded jewelry so 
they can provide nutritious food, shelter, medical 
care, and education for themselves and their 

families. Each bead is hand-rolled from paper by 
the women. McKenzie and Miller got permission 
from Roger Rowley, the director of the Prichard 
Gallery, to hold a three-hour sale of the jewelry 
on Thursday, July 28th. They also sold the jewelry 
in advance from their offices at the university to 
cater to their fellow staff who couldn’t attend 
the event, earning $1100 before July 28th. Ellen 
and Julie found great satisfaction in raising funds 
as well as educating their customers about the 
lives of the Ugandan women. They hope to start 
a Bead for Life Club at the University of Idaho to 
extend their efforts into the 2011-2012 school 
year. For more information about Bead for Life, 
visit: www.beadforlife.org. 

Julie Miller and Ellen McKenzie selling beads outside the Prichard 
Gallery on Thursday, July 28th.

Action Commitments In Brief continued on next page
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Campus Conversation continued from page 7

What impact can themed functions have on a college 
campus? Is it okay to be politically incorrect? During 
the Conversation I utilized Poll Everywhere—a cell 
phone application for taking polls in real time using text 
messaging—to gauge student opinion. This tool was 
great because it allowed for anonymous responses. After 
each polling session I opened the room for discussion, 
and after the forum was over I announced I would be 
happy to have further communication with anyone who 
might want to meet one-on-one. The forum successfully 
sparked discussion and some debate. The execution 
wasn’t perfect, but I think it helped some students begin 
to think about how others perceive their actions. It also 
helped university staff to identify a need in programming 
on campus. Throughout the upcoming academic year we 
will continue to host these Conversations. 

Future Campus Conversations will be organized in 
collaboration with the Women’s Center, The Center for 
Volunteerism and Social Action, and ASUI Leadership 
programs. Heather Gasser, Bruce Mann, and I are in the 
early stages of discussing the format and outcomes for 
these Conversations, which we tentatively plan to host 
once or twice a month. We hope to strike a balance 
between addressing issues as they arise on campus, and 
mapping out debate around predetermined topics that 
promise to provide opportunities for civil discourse. At 
our first Conversation I was pleasantly surprised by the 
number of staff members who were present and willing 
to share their thoughts. I welcome their continued 
support. Please contact me if there are topics you would 
like to see featured, if you would like to help facilitate a 
Campus Conversation, or if there are upcoming campus 
events that may be controversial (email dcarl@uidaho.
edu). My goal in planning these Conversations is to help 
foster an inclusive and welcoming environment for all 
members of the University of Idaho community.

For upcoming Campus Conversations, see our Save the Date 
section.

You can read more about Denise Carl’s Campus Conversation in 
an article by Shaina Craner on the University of Idaho Women’s 
Center blog: http://uiwomenscenter.wordpress.com/2011/04/15/
intent-vs- impact-the-effects-of-theme-par ties-on-the-ui-
campus/#more-660.

Action Commitment Updates 
In Brief Continued

New Trinity Moscow Food Pantry
Chief David Duke of the Moscow Police 
Department pledged to help bring an Idaho Food 
Bank Distribution Center to Moscow through 
Trinity Baptist Church. With the leadership of 
Bev Bafus, their food pantry coordinator, Trinity 
approved the program and partnered with the 
Idaho Food Bank to open a food pantry. They 
have completed four sessions as of July 18th. 
The food bank is open Tuesdays from 4pm to 
7pm. Donations can also be brought to the 
church office Monday through Thursday 8am to 
12pm and 1pm to 3pm. Trinity is located at 711 
Fairview, Moscow, ID 83843 and their phone 
is 208-882-2015. Visit their Facebook page for 
details and photos of the Food Bank in action: 
http://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Trinity-
Moscow-Food-Pantry/207270829317924.

Lessons of Community Organizing
     University of Idaho student Megan Kehrein 
commited to a full day of service with Habitat 
for Humanity in her parents’ community in Yolo 
County, CA. She helped with two houses that 
have been under construction for almost a year 
and got to meet one of the families who will 
benefit from the project. Megan has volunteered 
for Habitat affiliates before, and she described 
how her multiple volunteer experiences have 
reinforced the importance of a positive attitude 
in community organizers. Megan explained 
that some of the organizers she’s encountered 
are understandably stressed by the pressures 
of their work and have resorted to sharing 
gossip and using critical language that can make 
temporary volunteers feel guilty and frustrated. 
Megan stated, “I really learned a lot more about 
interpersonal effectiveness and community 
organizing because of the complex experience 
I had [volunteering] than if I had just heard Paul 
and Kitara speak.”
     Megan saw how important it is to act as 
a steward for projects she might represent in 
the future. She remembered Kitara teaching that 

Action Commitments In Brief continued on next page
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Action Commitment Updates In Brief Continued

Save the Date!

August 6–August 13, 2011 
Palouse Pride Week 2011, Moscow, ID
Palouse Pride is an annual August event to celebrate 
the sexual diversity of the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and 
Transgender community on the Palouse. For more info 
visit: www.inlandoasis.org/PrideHome.html. Events include: 

Saturday, August 6
Drag Bingo
8:00pm–11:00pm, Moscow Moose Lodge, 210 N. Main St.

Friday, August 12
Family BBQ and Comedy Show ($10)
7:00pm at the 1912 Center, 412 E. 3rd St., Moscow, ID

Saturday, August 13
Palouse Pride March
11:00am–noon starting in Friendship Square and ending in 
East City Park, Moscow, ID
Palouse Pride Festival
Noon–4:00pm in East City Park, 3rd St., Moscow, ID
Pride Drag Show and Dance 
($6 in advance at Safari Pearl, $8 at the door)
9:00pm–2:00am, Moscow Moose Lodge, 210 N. Main St.
Doors open at 9pm. First show at 10:30pm, second show 
at midnight. 

Save the Date continued on next page

“we cannot just have a cause that we think is beneficial: 
we must also show others why it is important through 
our own example.” Megan also noted Paul’s advice: “We 
must not only acknowledge our own social location, 
but that of others. We can really make a difference 
in our interactions with others by paying attention 
to our relationships, communication, and conflict 
style.” Based on her volunteer experiences, Megan 
is considering a career in counseling, social work, or 
community organizing. She will continue to volunteer 
for the Habitat project in her parents’ neighborhood 
when she goes home for visits.

FTC Training Proves Useful in a Variety 
of Workplaces
     University of Idaho student David Prinz volunteered 
for the Palouse-Clearwater Environmental Institute 
(PCEI) in Moscow and Habitat for Humanity in Coos 
Bay, OR. He completed stream clean-up with PCEI and 
worked for Habitat by manning an open house event 
for an available residence. Prinz noted that Kitara 
McClure’s training rang true when he was thanked by 
people from their backyards as he performed stream 
clean-up. Kitara taught that individuals will be inspired 
to act when they witness the positive actions of 
others. Prinz felt his work for PCEI affected those who 
witnessed his efforts, not just by providing a cleaner 
environment, but by providing a reminder of the role 
humans can play in that environment.
     However, Prinz found Finding the Center training 
most useful in his end-of-year work with fellow 

University of Idaho RA staff. He used examples from 
Paul Wesselmann and Kitara McClure to help his staff 
reflect on the skills they had developed over the year 
in relationship-building, communication, mediation, and 
conflict resolution. He encouraged his staff to continue 
thinking of themselves as potential allies, advocates, 
and educators even after their RA positions ended. 

Volunteering for “Change Agents” in 
Moscow
     In April University of Idaho student Osei Agyeman 
volunteered for a Circle K International (CKI)-
sponsored Blood Drive and a CKI-sponsored Fishing 
Clinic for children in Moscow. At the Fishing Clinic he 
encouraged children to bond and embrace the outdoors 
while teaching friendship and community awareness.  
In June Osei attended a Friday evening Palouse Peace 
Coalition Vigil in Friendship Square and volunteered 
at their table at the Moscow Farmers Market the 
next day. Osei saw parallels between the groups he 
worked with and the Finding the Center training 
offered by Kitara McClure: like Ms. McClure, CKI and 
the Palouse Peace Coalition act as “change agents”—
or motivators—in their communities, offering specific 
events that teach diversity and tolerance. In his follow-
up actions Osei made a conscious effort to work with 
multiple organizations and age groups in an attempt to 
challenge his own ideas about inequality and incivility. 
In order to be a successful change agent, he felt “it was 
important to identify that everyone I came in contact 
with had their own beliefs, opinions and reactions.”



Save the Date! continued
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Tuesday, October 4, 2011
Campus Conversation, A Civil Discourse 
Forum at the University of Idaho
4:00pm–5:00pm in Clearwater Room, U of I Commons

Students, staff, faculty, and community members are invited 
to attend a public forum on a topic relevant to campus life. 
Topic will be announced as the date approaches. 

Thursday–Friday, October 6–7, 2011
University of Idaho Diversity and Human 
Rights Workshop
Idaho’s Journey: Doors to Opportunity
Starts at Lewis Clark State College’s Center for Arts & History, 
415 Main Street, Lewiston, ID

Idaho’s Journey is a traveling workshop about Idaho’s 
peoples and their challenges of human rights, both past 
and present. This year’s Journey will explore the Lewiston/
Moscow area. Key topics for discussion will include: the 
diversity of peoples who built Lewiston over the past 150 
years, the WWII internment camp for Japanese-Americans 
in Kooskia, issues of gender equity in Idaho, and challenges 
of disability access and inclusiveness. Workshop fees are 
$50 for registrations by September 19, 2011, and are $60 
thereafter. No enrollments are accepted after Sep. 29, 
2011. For more information visit: www.agls.uidaho.edu/
idahojourney.

Saturday, October 15, 2011
Campus-wide Leadership Conference for 
University of Idaho Students: Leading with 
Diverse Perspectives
University of Idaho, Moscow

The keynote speaker will be diversity and leadership trainer 
Maura Cullen: www.mauracullen.com.

Tuesday, November 1, 2011
Campus Conversation, A Civil Discourse 
Forum at the University of Idaho
4:00pm–5:00pm in Clearwater Room, U of I Commons

Students, staff, faculty, and community members are invited 
to attend a public forum on a topic relevant to campus life. 
Topic will be announced as the date approaches. 

Saturday, August 13, 2011
Emma’s Revolution Social Justice & Pride 
Concert, Moscow, ID
($10 in advance, $13 at the door)
7:00pm at the Unitarian Universalist Church of the Palouse, 
420 E. 2nd St., Moscow, ID

Musical duo Pat Humphries & Sandy O. play motivating 
songs infused with inspiration from the legacy of music for 
social change. Their dynamic harmonies are bold, profound, 
moving, and transformative, and have been featured on 
NPR’s “All Things Considered” and “Pacifica’s Democracy 
Now!”

Tuesday, September 6, 2011
Campus Conversation, A Civil Discourse 
Forum at the University of Idaho
4:00pm–5:00pm in Clearwater Room, U of I Commons

Students, staff, faculty, and community members are invited 
to attend a public forum on a topic relevant to campus life. 
Topic will be announced as the date approaches. 

Saturday, September 10, 2011 
Human Rights Day at the Moscow Farmers 
Market
8:00am to 1:00pm in Friendship Square, Downtown Moscow

This year’s theme is Japanese Internment and Islamophobia: 
Drawing Parallels from History. Using displays, fact sheets, 
and children’s activities, we will provide information about 
the Japanese American Internment Camp at Kooskia, Idaho 
and help viewers confront current growing biases against 
American Muslims.

Thursday, September 15, 2011
Moscow Human Rights Commission Social 
Justice Forum: Wealth Inequities, Poverty, 
and Human Rights
7:00pm in City Council Chambers, Moscow City Hall, 206 East 
Third Street

Saturday, October 1, 2011
Great Moscow Food Drive at the Moscow 
Farmers Market
8:00am to 1:00pm in Friendship Square, Downtown Moscow

Please bring non-perishable food, toilet, and household 
items to help the Latah County Human Rights Task Force 
meet their goal of 3,000 donations. Cash donations will also 
be accepted, and all contributions will be distributed to 
local area food banks. Email info@humanrightslatah.org if 
you’d like to volunteer.

Save the Date continued on next page



Saturday, November 5, 2011
Coalition Planning Meeting & Finding the 
Center Follow-Up 
11:00am to 3:00pm in the Student Union Building, 709 Deakin 
Avenue, University of Idaho, Moscow

Join us for discussion concerning the formation of the 
Northwest Coalition for Human Rights and the Finding the 
Center Human Rights Conference. Topics will include: 1) 
creating a plan of action for the NWCHR, 2) presentations 
on completed Action Commitments from Finding the Center 
2011, and 3) written follow-up evaluations concerning the 
information and training provided at Finding the Center 2011. 
Lunch and snacks will be provided.

Thursday, November 17, 2011
City of Moscow Ismat Ara and Abdul Mannan 
Sheikh Unity Award Ceremony
7:00pm in City Council Chambers, Moscow City Hall, 206 East 
Third Street

The Community Unity Award is a biennial civic award given 

Save the Date! continued
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to highlight and honor the achievements of a Moscow 
citizen or group who have made outstanding commitments 
to community unity and who have a history of significant 
effort on behalf of diversity, inclusion and human rights in 
Moscow and the surrounding community.

Tuesday, December 6, 2011
Campus Conversation, A Civil Discourse 
Forum at the University of Idaho 
4:00pm–5:00pm in Clearwater Room, U of I Commons

Students, staff, faculty, and community members are invited 
to attend a public forum on a topic relevant to campus life. 
Topic will be announced as the date approaches. 

CALLOUT: Send Us Your 
Human Rights Events and Activities!

The goal of this newsletter is to share information about human rights and social justice 
activities taking place in the Northwest. You can share in multiple ways by emailing 

kristinc@uidaho.edu:

• Send your events listings for our Save the Date section.

• Send short articles describing your local human rights activities 
or contact Kristin to be interviewed for an article.

• Finding the Center participants: send reports on the progress 
of your Action Commitments and we will feature your work 

in the Action Commitment Update.

Thank you for your participation. 
We look forward to hearing from you!


